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Times of Refreshing:  A Controlled Burn 
 I spend a lot of time at Swan Lake in Carroll where they have 
been managing the prairie areas with controlled burns.  Controlled 
burns aren’t pretty.  The smoke is annoying.  The black areas are 

unsightly for days following.  But with spring weather, the ground 
quickly reveals new life. 

 I don’t believe God brings troubles into our lives.  I don’t believe 
God needs to test our faith, because he already knows what composes 

our lives.  This world is full of troubles, but with God’s help we overcome them.  However, I do 

believe God sometimes causes controlled burns in our faith.  He takes out the encroaching 
weeds of bitterness, resentment, and unforgiveness.  He makes room for joy, peace, and 

release. 
 We see an instance of that in John 21.  Jesus is talking with Peter after the resurrection 
and asks Peter three times, “Do you love me?”  It’s painful to Peter.  Peter has gone back to his 

regular job.  He’s quit the ministry as a failure.  Jesus comes to him, and there’s a miraculous 
catch of fish.  Then Jesus asks, “Do you love me more than these?”  Did Peter love fishing more 

than following?  Peter is hurt, but he says the words, “Yes, Lord, you know I love you.” 
 Controlled burns:  When God tells me to release a resentment.  When God tells me to 
mend a quarrel.  When God tells me to forgive.  When I want to hold onto anger, 

disappointment, and bitterness, and God sends a fire.  No one said this journey would be easy, 
but if we embrace the way of Jesus, growth is coming.  “Yes, Lord, you know I love you, even 

more than these!” 
Praying for Growth, 

Pastor Vicki 
 

May Messages 
May 6:  Guest Speaker:  Deb Lutje of Carroll.  Deb was a former resident at the Iowa 

Correctional Institute for Women.  While incarcerated, she became actively involved in Women 
at the Well, the United Methodist Congregation behind bars.  Deb shares a wonderful story about 

how God reclaimed her life. 
 

May 13:  Mother’s Day 

Communion Sunday 
“You’ve got This!”  

2 Corinthians 12:1-10 
 

May 20:  Graduation Sunday 

“You’re Enough” 
Ephesians 3:14-21 

 
May 27:  “You’re a Hero” 

Matthew 5:1-21 



 

Small Groups 
Our HCI goal is to have 60% of the Sunday Morning worshipping 
congregation meeting in small groups at least 2 times a month, 

committed to growing deeper in their faith and experience of God.   
What do small groups look like? 

 Particularly, Spiritual Formation groups focus on spiritual 
growth. 

  A walking group, swimming group, or book group that prays for each other. 

  A lunch group that asks, “where have you seen God at work?” 
  A Bible Study where prayer time is included. 

  A game night where people pray for each other. 
How can you start a small group?  Every small group should have at least two leaders.  The 
belief is that if God calls you to lead and activity, he will speak to at least one other person to 

share your vision.  Check in with Pastor or a member of the One Board, just to help with 
communications.  Invite people to participate and get meeting information to the church 

secretary.  It’s that easy!  
Wednesday afternoon Prayer Group:  Meets every Wednesday at Cliff’s place. 

Recovery Bible Studies:  Every Friday night from 7-8 ish. 

UMW Group:  Talk to Janet Myer. 

Men’s Group:  Meets twice a month on Saturday mornings.  Contact Rick S. 

Couples Recovery Group (Coming Soon):  Talk to Joe or Heather Robinson. 

 

 

Youth Group Reboot: 
Hey Church, Joe and I are excited to share that we have decided 
to take a leap of faith and work to start a youth group (5th-high 

school age) at MUMC.  We are still working through the details, 
but our thoughts at the current time are we would meet two 
Wednesdays per month from 6:30-8:00ish PM.  We 

are considering providing a light meal/snack for them upon arrival since they may just 
be coming from practices and wish to have dinner before they leave at 8:00 PM.  We are also 

hoping to pick one Saturday per month to have a movie night/game night, as well as do 
occasional lock-ins.  We will of course be looking into doing service projects both at the church 

and around the community as well.  At the moment, we are thinking we will start after school is 
out for the summer, so possibly meet for the first time on June 6th.  We welcome any 
suggestions anyone may have, especially from anyone who has kids that may join us, as this is 

still all in the planning stages and we want to make this journey a great one for our youth!  
 

We look forward to providing our youth with a fun and spiritual environment while growing 
closer to God together!  Your thoughts and prayers for this venture are greatly appreciated!  
For more information contact heatherjoe.robinson@yahoo.com or Heather's cell 712-250-1665.   

 
Heather J. Robinson 

Joe T. Robinson 
 

 



 

Help Wanted:  VBS and KINDERFEST! 
 Do you love Jesus?  Do you love kids?  Are you interested in being a part of 
VBS and/or Kinderfest?  We are starting to get a list together of interested 

persons.  Planning meetings will be coming soon.  Please call or e-mail the 
office to join the fun! 

Vacation Bible School will be held June 11-14, 
9 am – 11 am 

Ages 4 thru completed 5th grade. 

 

 

What’s next for the church building? 

Phase 2 Nearing Completion! 
The ceiling has been redone, including installing expansion joists. We are also added a few canned 
lights and renovated our florescent fixtures.  The new carpet will be in shortly along with new tile 

in the kitchen and in front of the serving window.  We have postponed some aspects of the 
renovation until a later date when we have made some more progress on paying off the debt. 
You can help:  There is lots of dusting to be done, along with the need for consistent financial 

gifts.   
 

 
  

Camp is a Great Place for all 
People! 

There are camps for children, youth, families, and 
grandparents and grandkids.  We have three 
United Methodist Camps in Iowa:  Okoboji, 

Wesley Wood (Indianola), and Pictured Rocks (Monticello).  There are horse camps, 
go-cart camps, mystery camps, adventure camps and much, much more!  To learn 
more, call Pastor Vicki.  Financial aid is available, even for non UMC youth! 

 

 

Goals for 2018 

 
1.  Continue to Implement the HCI Discipleship Pathway 

2.  Reach the HCI goal of having 60% of our Sunday congregation in Small Groups. 
3.  Continue to build the Sunday School program. 
4.  Find ways to connect to Sunday School parents who are not active in church. 

5.  Begin the next phase of renovation (fellowship hall) while encouraging regular giving to pay  
     off the work done so far. 

6.  Have a retreat for the One Board 

 

 
 
 



 

Now is the time to give! 
Summer typically sees a decrease in giving.  With the added expenses of the 

renovation, we need your faithful giving to keep us operating in the black.  Thank 

you for expressing your love for God through his church! 

 
 

You are invited to a graduation reception for Hannah Fisher on Saturday,  
May 19 at 1 PM - 3 PM, at Manning United Methodist Church.  Hannah will be 

attending the University of Nebraska-Omaha in the fall with a 
 Music Education major. 

 

 
The Manning unit of United Methodist Women met on April 12 
for lunch at noon at the Senior Center.  Cheryle Himes led the 

Program, Sacred Space of Grief and Hope.  We are making 

plans to host the Graduation Breakfast for family and friends of 
the graduates from the class of 2018.  Graduation is on May 20 

and breakfast will be served at 9:00 a.m.  Mark Fisher will be 
speaking to the graduates.  Please feel free to attend and 

support our young people as they approach this milestone in their lives. 

     We will be meeting again on May 10 at noon at the Senior Center.  Donna Schwiesow will 
lead the lesson on the Sacred Space of Nurturing.  If you wish to attend please call the Senior 

Center for lunch reservations at 712-655-3417. 
      If you are thinking of joining a small group, our group of mainly United Methodist Women 
meets on Friday afternoon at 2:00 p.m. at the home of Janet Myer. We are making our way 

through a study of Living as a Covenant Community.  If you would be very welcome to join us.   
  

  

18 Ways to Be More Methodist 
  

1. Visit Methodist historical sites 
2. Read 
3. Ride a horse 

4. Serve somebody 
5. Join a small group 

6. Enjoy a shared meal 
7. Stick to a budget 
8. Stand up for one another 

9. Hold family devotions 
10. Join a committee 

11. Give to UMCOR 
12. Deepen your devotional life—it is a means of grace 
13. Eat spicy food for a “heartwarming” sensation 

14. Tell your mom you love her 
15. Write a hymn 

16. Follow the rules 
17. Worship every Sunday 
18.  Enjoy some coffee---connect with your church family!! 

  

 



 

Congratulations to our Graduates: 

Coby Fineran 

Hannah Fisher 

Jacqueline Lingle  

Trent Neiheisel 

Abe Sybesma  

 

We will be honoring some of our graduates in worship on May 20th! 

 
Recognizing our Difference Makers 

This month in worship, we recognized two difference makers:  Rick and Kathy Spoelstra.  Rick 

and Kathy are active in Sunday School leadership.  Rick has been a part of the renovation team 
and currently chairs the One Board.  Rick also pulls together our Men's Group for breakfast twice 

a month.  In addition, they serve the church in so many other ways.  We are grateful to be 

serving God together with you! 

 

                                 

 
 

May 9 Larry Blake    May 20 Harriett Gross 

May 9 Kayla Dammann    May 24 Dianne Campbell 

May 9 Quentin Dreyer    May 27 Suzanne Polzien 

May 14 Robin Cast     May 29 Pat Vennink 

May 14 Ashlynn Lingle    May 31 Donald Jensen 

May 16 Robert Cast 

May 17 Kia Moran 

 

 

 

 

May 6 Kendall & Jill Spies 

May 27 Dan & Patti Muhlbauer   

 


