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Transition Time: 
 
On Sunday, February 15, it was announced in worship that I am being appointed to Spirit Lake United 
Methodist Church this summer. We do not have a moving day yet, but it is expected to be late June to early 
July. 
 
How does this all work?  Every year, the pastor fills at a form saying if they want to stay or go.  Every year, the 
leadership of the church fills out a form indicating whether they want their pastor to move or not.  This past year, 
I indicated I wanted to stay, as did the church leaders.  However, occasionally there is a special need/opportunity 
and pastors are moved.  Spirit Lake began the HCI process last year.  This January, their pastor Duane Larson, 
died unexpectedly.  Because of my experience with HCI, plus a few other abilities and gifts, it was deemed that 
I would be a good fit.  I also know the Lakes area quite well, and am a strong advocate for Lake Okoboji UM 
Camp, which is outside Spirit Lake.   
 
In the UMC, pastors are told where we serve by the Appointive Cabinet.  The Cabinet, composed of the Bishop, 
District Superintendents, the Director of Discipleship, and the Director of Clergy and Leadership Excellence make 
these decision.  There are several people on the Appointive Cabinet who know me, and the Manning Church 
well.  (Our DS, Terra Amundsen, Jaye Johnson from HCI, and Lanette Plambeck.) Occasionally there might be 
unusual circumstances where a Pastor would request not to go to a particular church.  There are no such 
circumstances with the Spirit Lake Church or with our family.  Our kids are both doing well.  It's early enough 
that Mark should be able to find a comparable job.  We have a lot of connections in the area. 
 
In the near future, our District Superintendent will be meeting with Manning’s One Board and the SPRC 
representative from Manilla to update the profile describing the churches needs and hopes.  When will you hear 
about your new pastor?  There are a lot of factors.  It might be within a month.  It might be as late as May. 
 
All that said, I have loved serving at Manning and Manilla!  The school system has been very good to our children.  
The call to come here, was also unexpected, and quite late in the process. I am very fortunate to say that I have 
loved every place where I've been sent to serve.  I have reason to trust the process and the Cabinet, even if it 
brings me sorrow to leave. 
 
As we begin this time of transition, please remember to pray for your church, your new pastor, and for us.  If 
you are able bodied, there will be some work needed at the parsonage.   
 

Thank you for your many kindnesses! 
 

Love, Vicki 
 



 

 
 

Lenten Gatherings at Cliff’s Place 

Everyone is invited to join us for a time of food and reflection at Cliff’s Place.  6 p.m. on 
Wednesdays beginning March 13.  Please RSVP by calling the church office so we can give Cliff’s 
an idea of how many to expect. (655-3928) 

 
 

Ash Wednesday Services 

March 6, 5:30 at Manilla, 7 at Manning.  Join us as we begin Lent with 
a time of reflection and repentance. 

 
 
 

Our Worship Emphasis 
In worship, we've been working through the Spiritual Disciplines as described by John Ortberg in 
"The Life You've Always Wanted:  Spiritual Disciplines for Ordinary People." 

 
We've talked about Celebrating, Slowing, and Prayer.  What spiritual disciplines work for you?  
What challenges are you facing?  We will continue this series until Easter! 

 

Plaza Services 

Plaza Services are scheduled for Monday, March 11 at 2:00 pm.  If you would like to join in on 
this service, please feel free to do so.  The residents always enjoy visitors to their group! 
 

 

Goals for 2019 
1.  Encourage youth participation and spiritual growth in church activities. 
2.  Raise up three new leaders in 2019. 
3.  Regularly celebrate our difference makers in worship. 
4.  Continue to work on the Conference’s Wildly Important Goal by implementing 
our Discipleship Pathway! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Wolf Pack for Hunger 
 
On March 31st, we will again have a NOISY Offering to support Wolf Pack for Hunger.   

 
On Wednesday, April 3rd, hundreds of volunteers of all ages (Please 

join us!) will gather again in the high school gymnasium with the 
goal of packaging 50,000 meals with “Meals of Hope”. Cost for the 
packaging supplies are $12,500. Donations from the recent soup 

supper provided a strong start-up balance of $7,500 as well as 
other generous donations from organizations, individuals, 

businesses, and churches in the area. We invite generous gifts to 
help us reach the goal. 25 cents feeds a family of 6, $12.50 
sponsors 50 meals, $54 buys a case to feed 216; and $500 

sponsors a table team to package 1 hour. Organize a team for your 
family, workplace, ball team, church, class, and/or group of friends.  

 

 
 
 

 

 

Own a piece of the church! 
A number of the wood strips from the front of the sanctuary were used on the 

pulpit and altar tables.  The extra was turned into simple crosses.   
The crosses are about 12 inches tall with a hole on the back for wall 

hanging.  They cost $13 each and support the renovation work.  They will be 
finished up throughout the summer. 

They are available until the supply runs out. 

 



 

 
Our intended schedule has fallen victim to the 

weather!!  Because of the icy, snowy conditions we 
have postponed our celebration of World Day of 

Prayer to Friday March 15. We are hoping for more 
favorable conditions by then.  This change then 
prompted a cancellation of the 

regularly scheduled meeting on March 14.  March is 
the official month for celebrating the founding of the 

Methodist women’s mission work which was 
established 150 years ago on March 23. 
          It was really a dark and stormy night when 

eight women met in Boston to band together and 
pledge to do something for the status of women in 

India.  Two of the women were wives of missionaries who had lived in India while their husbands 
were doing their assigned mission work.   Clementina Butler and Lois Parker led the women who 
were able to send a doctor, Dr. Clara Swain, and an educator, Isabella Thoburn, on the long and 

treacherous voyage to India.  They established a hospital and a school both of which are still 
there. We hope to be in a year of celebration of their efforts that have spread throughout the 

world in the organization that we now call United Methodist Women!! 
     Please know that everyone (men too) is invited to attend the World Day of Prayer on March 
15 at 1:30p.m. The committee of women from Slovenia have prepared an informative program, 

“Come—Everything Is Ready,” for us to follow.   
  

 
 
 

 

 

7-12 Youth Group   

 
We are looking to continue doing the meals for the kids on Sundays and 

snacks on Saturdays... We could really use more help in this department 
though.  If you would be willing and able to provide a meal on any of these 
Sundays, please let us know ASAP so we can put you down.  It doesn't have 

to be anything extravagant, but the kids really seem to enjoy that 45 minutes 
or so of fellowship, so we'd like to see it continue if possible.  Joe and I are 

happy to do it once and awhile as well, but it's a big undertaking for just a 
few people to do it all the time.  Would you please consider helping us out?!  THANK YOU!  

  

Sun March 3  6:00-8:00  

Sun March 17  6:00-8:00 
Sat March 23   7:00-9:00 (movie/game night)  

Sun March 31  6:00-8:00  
 

For more information, contact Heather or Joe Robinson!   

(heatherjoe.robinson@yahoo.com or Heather's cell 712-250-1665.) 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 
   
 
 
 

March 5  Joe & Heather Robinson 

 
 

                   
                      
 

March 4 Nathan Johnson   March 14 Vicki Warner 

March 4 Heather Robinson  March 16 Alex Dammann 

March 6 Jacqueline Lingle  March 18 Leonard Lingle 

March 9 Payton Garrison   March 20 Jay Petersen 

March 10 John Gordon   March 24 Courtney Barry 

March 11 Sheryl Koester   March 24 Rick Blake 

March 11 Kasie Sanford   March 24 Logan Gordon 

March 12 Layton Lorenzen   March 27 Skylar Lingren 

March 14 Lois Ramsey   March 31 Edwin Eberlein 

 

 

 


