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Times of Refreshing:   

When God Finds You 
                                                                            

 Maybe people talk about “finding Jesus” or “accepting Jesus” 
and that is certainly one way to look at how God works in our lives.  

Luke 14 presents a different view.  Jesus tells a parable about a 
man hosting a large dinner with many people invited.  When it was 

drawing near for the time of the dinner, the servants went out to remind people of their 
invitation.  (This reminds me of so many times I’ve called parents of my children’s friends to see 
if their child was coming to a birthday party, because apparently actually RSVPing is a thing of 

the past!)  Many of the people who were invited to the great feast made excuses why they 
couldn’t come.  One had purchased a new farm and wanted to go see it.  Other had bought 

some new work animals and wanted to check on that.  A third was recently married, and used 
that as an excuse.  (I wonder what his wife thought?)  All had good excuses for their busy lives 
which prevented them from answering the master’s invite. 

 All the time, God is inviting us to get closer to him.  Through acts of service, prayer, 
corporate and private worship, communion, study, and service, we find our space for God 

getting larger.  We find our journey with God becoming more a celebration of companionship, 
than a routine.  All the time, God is inviting us, presenting us with opportunities to come to the 

party, spend time with him, because he loves us.  I wonder if sometimes it feels like a parent 
nagging their adult child to come back home for a visit, but because the parent is expected to be 
around for a long time, the adult child finds more exciting things to do. 

 When the servants went back to report the low expected attendance, the master sends 
the servants to the busiest of streets to collect the beggars to come to the feast.  Where there 

was still room, he sent them to the highways to invite travelers and strangers to come.  He even 
sent them to the back alleys where a certain criminal element lurked. 
 At the end of the parable, those who were invited originally completely missed the feast.  

Maybe there would be another down the road?  God is far more patient and persistent than 
many of us who take rejection personally.  But that party was filled with the least expected 

crowd.  
 What does this parable tell us about Jesus?  He wants people to share the joy with him!  
He is actively inviting us to spend time in celebration with him!  It also paves the way for when 

the Holy Spirit begins to work not just through Jewish believers, but through non-Jews as well.  
God keeps reaching, keeps inviting.  He wants the party full!  He’s not looking for reasons to 

exclude people, but makes a decision to include even the most questionable elements in his 
invitation. 

You’re Invited! 

 
Pastor Vicki 

  
 

 

 



 

 
 

Lent Begins 
  

Lent begins with worship on Ash Wednesday, February 14.  Services are at 5:30 at Manilla and 7 

at Manning.  Everyone is welcome as we begin this journey together.  The Lenten Challenge:  
Read through the Gospels during Lent.  A reading list is included in this newsletter.  At about 30 
verses a day, it’s not hard to get through the four books that tell us the story of Jesus.  

Challenge #2:  Try a small group.  Beginning Wednesday, February 21, Pastor will offer a Lenten 
small group at the Manning church from 6-6:45 p.m.  Our focus will be on the final words of 

Jesus from the cross.  There are also a number of other small groups available including Monday 
night, Wednesday afternoon, UMW group, Men’s Saturday group, and Recovery Bible Study on 
Friday.   

 

Messages and Scriptures for February:   
Our first two Sundays of February will be spent sharing about the denominational challenges and 

the vision of the local church.   
 

Feb. 4:  What’s Happening:  The Commission on the Way Forward 

Communion Sunday 
Romans 10: 5-13 

 Acts 15:1-11 
 

Feb. 11:  A Vision of Hope for our Church 
2 Corinthians 5:13-21 

Luke 10:25-37 

 
Starting February 18, we begin our Lenten Series:  “Faces Around the Cross”.  Who was present 

while Jesus was dying?  What was their perspective?  How were their lives changed? 
 

Feb. 18:  Even Good Guys Mess Up:  Peter 

Matthew 26: 31-45, 69-75 
 

Feb. 25:  What I wish Judas Knew (A message about suicide) 
Matthew 27:1-8 

 

 

 

Goals for 2018 

 
1. Continue to Implement the HCI Discipleship Pathway 

2. Reach the HCI goal of having 60% of our Sunday congregation in Small Groups. 
3.  Continue to build the Sunday School program. 

4.  Find ways to connect to Sunday School parents who are not active in church. 
5.  Begin the next phase of renovation (fellowship hall) while encouraging regular giving to pay 
off the work done so far. 

6.  Have a retreat for the One Board 

 
 



 

Superbowl Sub Sales 

Our heartfelt thanks to everyone who helped make the Superbowl Sub Sales a success! 
 

Renovation Update 
The renovation work has been completed on the sanctuary.  Next comes the ceiling work and 

carpet in the fellowship hall.  Heartfelt thanks to everyone who made this dream a reality!  Your 

time, energy, and vision have been a blessing to the church!   
 

Work at the parsonage 
In December, the roof on the north side of the parsonage sustained wind damage and lost a 

number of shingles.  A temporary patch has been applied.  All the shingles on the north side will 
need to be replaced come spring. 
   

 

 
        Members of the United Methodist Women’s organization. 

 
 

  
         January brought us a cold and blustery day for our meeting and consequently our meeting 

was postponed a week.  We met on the 18th at the Senior Center for lunch followed by our 
business meeting.  The program, Sacred Space of Call, was led by Pat Vennick and Janet Myer. 
We explored God’s call on the lives of Moses, Gideon, Esther, and Dorcas/ Tabitha from Biblical 

times as well as the call on women in more contemporary times.  In February we will again meet 
at the Senior Center for lunch on the 8th.  The program will be A Sacred Space of Gathering led 

by Karen Rowedder and Cheryle Himes.   Members are reminded to call 655-3417 for lunch 
reservations. 
 

 
 

 
 



 
   
 
 
 
 
     
  

Day Today's Scripture Reading 

Feb. 

15  Matthew 1-3

16 Matthew 4-6 

17 Matthew 7-9 

18 Matthew 10-Matthew 12 

19 Matthew 13-Matthew 14 

20 Matthew 15-Matthew 16 

           21 Matthew 17-Matthew 18  

22 Matthew 19-Matthew 20 

23 Matthew 21-Matthew 22 

24 Matthew 23-Matthew 24 

25 Take a Break 

26 Matthew 25-Matthew 26 

27 Matthew 27-Matthew 28 

28 Mark 1-Mark 3 

         Day Today's Scripture Reading 

         Mar.  

1  Mark 4-Mark 6 

2   Mark 7-Mark 9 

3  Mark 10-Mark 12 

4  Take a Break 

5  Mark 13-Mark 14 

6  Mark 15-Mark 16 

7  Luke 1-Luke 3 

8  Luke 4-Luke 6 

9  Luke 7-Luke 9 

10 Luke 10-Luke 12 

11 Take a Break 

12 Luke 13-Luke 14 

13 Luke 15-Luke 16 

14 Luke 17-Luke 18 

15 Luke 19-Luke 20 

16 Luke 21-Luke 22 

17 Luke 23-Luke 24 

18 Take a Break 

19 John 1-John 2 

20 John 3-John 4 

21 John 5-John 6 

22 John 7-John 8 

23 John 9-John 10 

24 John 11-John 12 

25 Take a Break 

26 John 13-John 14 

27 John 15-John 16 

28 John 17-John 18 

29 John 19-John 20 

30 John 21 

31 1 Corinthians 15 

April 1 It's Easter! 

 

 
 

Lenten Challenge 2018:   

Read through the Gospels during Lent! 

Join a small group during Lent! 

 

 



 

 

New UMC Website! 
Check out our new and updated website at www.manningumc.org. 

Sunday and Friday night messages are now on line as are previous newsletters! 

 
 
 

                   
 

 
  

                                     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feb. 1 Grace Daiker   Feb. 8 Becky Gordon 

Feb. 1 JoAnn Karsten   Feb. 8 Nick Petersen 

Feb. 1 Aly Stadtlander   Feb. 9 Pat Mills 

Feb 3 Deanna Daiker   Feb. 10 Ken Ahrenholtz 

Feb. 3 Lee Jensen   Feb. 10 Lynn Phillips 

Feb. 4 Jack Ramsey   Feb. 11 Bev Ahrenholtz 

Feb. 5 Rick Dammann   Feb. 15 Hannah Fisher 

Feb. 5 Rob Dammann   Feb. 25 Theda Wiese 

   

 

 


