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Times of Refreshing:  Watching for Jesus 
  

Growing up I had a mixed picture of the United States of America. I was taught 
that using a flag napkin was bad, but that burning a flag to protest was legal, even if it 
made me angry.  I was told about freedom of speech, about firearms, and about flag 

etiquette.  My dad was a career man in the US Air Force, but he didn't gloss over the 
ugly parts of our country's history.  In his 20+ years, he was deployed all over the globe.  I still 

remember the day he came back from Iceland with three Icelandic sheep skins in the trunk of his 
Ford Galaxy for us kids.  It seemed magical.  I don’t remember missing him, but I know he was 
gone a lot.  I never got to live anywhere more interesting than California. 

 My dad had little tolerance for idealism about war.  I learned this during the many evenings 
we sat together watching MASH, Tour of Duty, and China Beach.  Dad didn't talk much about the 

hard things in his career, but sometimes halfway through a show, he would blurt out a story of 
loss.  I’d also eavesdrop when his buddies were visiting – that’s when the interesting stories came 
out.  One thing he did say regularly, often during a news broadcast was, "war is hell."  

 Dad thought I'd gone far too liberal in my adulthood, but I still won't use flag paper plates 
or napkins.  I won't wear the flag as clothing or as a beach towel.  I still cringe when I see a 

tattered flag flying.  I get teary every time I hear the national anthem.   
 It's Memorial Day weekend as I write this, and memories of dad are near.  I still have a 
hard time going to Memorial Day services because of Taps and the gun salute.  They remind me 

of dad's funeral.  I deal with that when I have to for my job, where I can wrap myself in 
professionalism, but I'm not sure yet if I can get myself to the cemetery as a simple listener. 

 As I get older, I'm far more familiar with the ugly plots in our history and with our current 
challenges.  Social media brings stories daily of times Americans have failed.  There are so many 

stories of death and suffering, that I'm not always sure what to do with my heart.  I know they 
are humans.  We screw up.  I watch for accountability.  I wait for us to grow as a nation.  I keep 
believing that we can do better than this.  I still look for America to be a better place. 

 How many times have you heard that we shouldn't discuss politics?  What exactly is this 
"politics" that we can't discuss?  Shouldn't we learn how to talk and listen to each other about 

hard things?  Should we look for Jesus in the people we disagree with and give them space to tell 
their stories?  Because there is a time and place to talk, if we are willing to find it. 
 In the meantime, I remind myself that Jesus is the source of life and salvation.  I remind 

myself that it is Jesus who changes hearts. I'm watching for Jesus because I believe that in the 
midst of fears, Jesus can still be found.  Good people are everywhere, even if they don't make the 

news.   
God is nigh.  Keep watching for Jesus. 

 

Pastor Vicki 
 

 

 

 



 

 

New Sermon Series:  Jesus Saves! 
It's more than a bumper sticker, it's a life changing reality - Jesus saves!  But whom?  Does he 
save those who never heard about him?  Does he save people who are chronically 

sinning?  Does he save people we don't like?  Do any of our sins take away being saved?  Who 
exactly does Jesus save?  What does it even mean to be 'saved'?  Is it more than just heaven or 

hell?  Can Jesus save us while we are still living, or is salvation all about what happens when we 
die? 
 

Beginning Father's Day, I will start our summer series titled, "Jesus saves".  We will look at 
some of the interesting stories about people who were saved by Jesus in the Bible.  We will 

explore how God's message of hope went beyond the Jews to reach the whole world.  We will 
wrestle with scriptures that talk about what salvation means.   
I hope that you will join us! 

Pastor Vicki 
 

June 3: Pastor on Vacation 
 
June 10: Pastor at Annual Conference 

 
June 17:  Jesus Saves the wrong guy! 

Communion Sunday 
VBS Kids Sing 

Matthew 8:5-13 
 

June 24:  Jesus Saves someone we don’t like! 

 John 4 
 

 

Own a piece of the church! 

  A number of the wood strips from the front of the sanctuary were used on 
the pulpit and altar tables.  The extra was turned into simple crosses.   

The crosses are about 12 inches tall with a hole on the back for wall 
hanging.  They will be available shortly.  They cost $13 each and support the 

renovation work.   
They are available until the supply runs out. 

 

 
 

 
 

It’s hard to believe, but this school year is already over!  We had an 
awesome end of the school year party at the park!  The mentors were 

recognized during the awards ceremony the last day of school.   Thank you 
to all the mentors and prayer partners for your commitment to our KHUSA program!!  

Please keep our kids in your prayers this summer!   
 

Sheryl Dammann, KHUSA Director 



 

 

Vacation Bible 
School! 

 

June 11th-14th, from 9-11 a.m. 
Manning United Methodist Church 

116 Center Street  
655-3928 

For children age 4 to those who have finished 5th grade. 
Mission Offering Every Night for Heifer Project International. 

Program in Sunday Church at 10:30 on June 17th. 
 

Help Wanted:  VBS and KINDERFEST! 

Do you love Jesus?  Do you love kids?  Are you interested in being a part of VBS and/or 
Kinderfest?  We are starting to get a list together of interested persons.  Planning meetings will 

be coming soon.  Please call or e-mail the office to join the fun! 
 

Thanks UMW:  For your work with two funerals, a wonderful graduation breakfast, and the bank 

lunch at the Hausbarn!  May God use your kindnesses to change lives! 
 

 

7-12 Youth Group Summer 2018 
Dinner prep on Wednesday from 5:00-5:45 for anyone who would like to join us in preparing the 
meal, dinner being served from 5:45 to 6:15ish, and youth group activities from 6:30 to 
8:00.  We plan on Saturday evening activity nights going from 7:00-9:30ish roughly.   

  
Wed June 6th (spaghetti and garlic bread)  

 Sat June 23rd (activity night TBD)  
 Sat June 23rd garage sale fundraiser  
 Wed June 27th (hot dogs, chips, and fruit) 

 Wed July 11th (pizza) 
 Sat July 21st (activity night TBD)  

 Wed July 25th (sloppy Joes and chips)  
 Wed Aug 8th (tacos)  

 Sat Aug 18th (End of summer/back to school bash)  
 

For more information, contact Heather or Joe Robinson!  (heatherjoe.robinson@yahoo.com or 

Heather's cell 712-250-1665.)  
 

 
 

Pastor Vicki is on vacation June 1-6.  Joyce Webb of Coon Rapids 

UMC is available for emergencies.  

 
  



 

Camp is a Great Place for all 
People! 

There are camps for children, youth, families, and 
grandparents and grandkids.  We have three 
United Methodist Camps in Iowa:  Okoboji, 

Wesley Wood (Indianola), and Pictured Rocks (Monticello).  There are horse camps, 
go-cart camps, mystery camps, adventure camps and much, much more!  To learn 
more, call Pastor Vicki.  Financial aid is available, even for non UMC youth! 

 

Goals for 2018 

 
1.  Continue to Implement the HCI Discipleship Pathway 
2.  Reach the HCI goal of having 60% of our Sunday congregation in Small Groups. 

3.  Continue to build the Sunday School program. 
4.  Find ways to connect to Sunday School parents who are not active in church. 
5.  Begin the next phase of renovation (fellowship hall) while encouraging regular giving to pay  

     off the work done so far. 
6.  Have a retreat for the One Board 

 

 

The Source 

The Source continues to be a place of faith and hope!  Two individuals who attend The Source 
and the bible study are starting a new group in Carroll on Sunday nights for the Recovery Bible 

Study!  How awesome is that!!!  God is at work!!!   
 

Kinderfest 
 

Kinderfest is fast approaching and once again, we will have a root beer float booth and a 
game booth.   Watch for the sign-up sheet and join us!   Isn’t it great that our church is 

reaching out to the kids in our community!! 
 
 

Now is the time to give! 
Summer typically sees a decrease in giving.  With the added expenses of the 

renovation, we need your faithful giving to keep us operating in the black.  Thank 
you for expressing your love for God through his church! 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 
The Manning unit of United Methodist Women will meet on June 

14th at Noon at the Manning Senior Center.  They want to thank 
everyone who helped with all the May events! 

 

 

 

               
                                 

June 1 Janet Myer   June 19 Kendall Spies 

June 4 Brett Sanford   June 20 Shane Warner 

June 8 Olivia Robinson   June 25 Vicki Fisher     

June 10 Jill Spies    June 27 Cheryle Himes 

June 18 Zeth Petersen   June 28 Justin Mundt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 4 Bob & Carolyn Miller  June 20 Steve & Deanna Daiker 

June 6 Todd & Jean Stadtlander June 20 LeRoy & Freda Dammann 

June 7 Craig & Hollie Blum  June 23 Jim & JoAnn Karsten 

June 7 Ben & Ashley Lorenzen June 24 Jay & Kristin Dreyer 

June 14 Eddie & Tina Steffes  June 28 Lane & Hannah Robinson 

June 16 Ron & Sarah Lottridge 

June 18 Greg & Suzanne Polzien 
 

 


