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Hello Church Community, 
 
As General Conference comes closer, I am being asked what I think will happen and what I hope 

will happen.  A very short re-cap of what the Conference is expected to address:  1.  Whether 
LGBTQ persons who are married can serve as clergy in our denomination.  2.  Whether our 

churches and pastors can host and officiate at the weddings of LGBTQ persons.  Currently, our 
Book of Discipline does not permit those in same-sex relationships to serve as clergy, nor does it 
allow clergy to officiate at or churches to host same-sex weddings.  

 
The conservative and moderately conservative delegates, by all counts, outnumber the 

progressives.  No one expects a decision that affirms LGBTQ lives and loves.  Some hope that 
individual churches and pastors might get to decide.  Some hope that the exclusive language in 

our Book of Discipline would simply be removed.  I expect little change, except that maybe we 
can find a consistent path to let congregations exit the denomination.   
 

I’m always glad to sit and talk.  I started out a traditionalist and for many years wrote and spoke 
against Queer loves.  About a decade ago, after a very long challenging journey, I found myself 

in a place where I was more accepting, even affirming of these relationships and less concerned 
about the consequences if these couples were living in a state of ongoing sin.   
 

As I was making this journey, two questions kept coming up: 
 What if I’m wrong? 

 Who suffers with this decision? 
 

What if I’m wrong?  What if I’ve contributed to someone living sinfully?  What do I really believe 

about being saved?  Do I believe in the grace of God?  Do I believe that forgiveness depends 
upon my perfect confession and my escaping sins?  What about others who are living in sins like 

greed, bitterness, gossip, and jealousy?   Do I believe they are saved by grace?  Occasionally I 
hear someone who is worried about the eternal soul of folks who are living in sin.  I’m not.  I 
believed that we are saved by grace through faith.  Even if I’m wrong, I don’t believe any 

Christian will find themselves in hell simply for having sex outside of a straight marriage.  If my 
very conservative friends are wrong, they are consigning people to a life of loneliness, self-

hatred, and judgement.  That leads to my second question:  Who suffers? 
 
I remember suffering over same-sex marriage.  I remember my anger, my perplexity at 

colleagues who claimed they loved the Bible yet were in favor of same-sex marriage.  “How can 



 

you believe the Bible and be okay with this?”  I remember feeling like the very basic 
assumptions I held about love and marriage and the Bible were being thrown under the bus to 

accommodate the latest social fad.  To the degree I suffered, I expect conservatives would suffer 
if the General Conference takes a surprising turn towards progressivism.  Our ministry as a 

denomination would be impacted, especially in some of the more conservative Central 
Conferences.  That said, ministry has already been impacted as both conservative and 
progressive churches have left the denomination.  In Iowa, we’ve had severe budget cuts, 

partially because of this fight. 
 

Who suffers if nothing changes?  Take Nigeria, a country with a large UMC presence and rules 
that bans LGBTQ persons from forming clubs, having meetings, or having sexual relations.  If 
nothing changes, the UMC remains complicit in the torture, imprisonment, and death of LGBTQ 

persons in Nigeria along with many other countries.  In the US, straight couples will continue to 
give birth to children who identify as Queer.  These children will be 2-4 times more likely to die 

by suicide as teens.  The church will have the official position that they either have to be alone 
or be fake for the rest of their lives.  Some Churches and Conferences will continue to resist this, 
calling it discrimination.   

 
A few weeks ago, I was talking to a conservative friend who shares my understanding of grace 

and salvation.  Like me, she believes in salvation through Jesus and that victory over sin is 
something Jesus helps us find with time.  When I asked her about her pastor hypothetically 
having a same sex wedding at her church, her answer surprised me.  It went something like 

this, “I’m not blessing any wedding that happens in our church, by simply allowing it to happen 
there.  We’ve seen all sorts of couples get married that have problems and I doubt will make it.  

We’ve seen second, even third marriages started there.  I could live and let live in that regard.”  
I found it refreshing.  She didn’t mention LGBTQ pedophiles or bathroom bills, which meant I 
didn’t have to talk about straight men and sexual assault.  That’s often where my conversation 

with conservatives goes.  It’s easy to talk about the worst representation of any people group 
and make them the example of the whole group.  She was thinking more practically.  It’s so 

easy to get wound up in our discussions. 
 
I’m not terribly interested in preaching my views from the pulpit.  Last year, one message was 

devoted to discussing the various sides and caucuses.  I kept my personal reflections short that 
day because I realize our best talks are face to face, and also because I’ve become quite tender 

hearted in these discussions.  That said, if you ever want to tell me your story, I invite you to 
come and chat.   
 

I close with a prayer:  God, please be the protector of the least, last, lost, and lonely.  For those 
who are struggling with lack of self-worth, for those who live in places where they are not safe, 

have mercy.  For us, when we struggle with a world that is changing, help us reach for your 
strong and steady hand.  Amen. 

 
You are loved, 

 

Pastor Vicki 

 
 
 

 
 



 

Plaza Services 

Plaza Services are scheduled for Monday, February,11 at 2:00 pm.  If you would like to join in 

on this service, please feel free to do so.  The residents always enjoy visitors to their group! 
 
 

 

Goals for 2019 
1.  Encourage youth participation and spiritual growth in church activities. 
2.  Raise up three new leaders in 2019. 
3.  Regularly celebrate our difference makers in worship. 
4.  Continue to work on the Conference’s Wildly Important Goal by implementing 
our Discipleship Pathway! 
 

Manning UMC’s One Board: 
Chair 2019:  Kristin Dreyer 

Lay Leader 2019:  Sheryl Dammann 
Lay Representative to Annual Conference:  Sheryl Dammann 
SPRC Rep.:  Kristin Dreyer 

Trustees Rep.:  Rick Spoelstra  
Finance Rep.:  Sheryl Dammann  

 
Serving January 2019-December 31, 2021 
 Burke Johnson 

 Denise Wall 
 Beth Mundt 

 
Serving January 1 2018 - December 31, 2020 
 Kathy Blake  

 Vicki Warner 
 

Serving July 1, 2016-December 31, 2019 
 Rick Spoelstra 
 Sheryl Dammann 

 Kristin Dreyer  
 Harriett Gross 

 
 

 

Own a piece of the church! 
A number of the wood strips from the front of the sanctuary were used on the 
pulpit and altar tables.  The extra was turned into simple crosses.   

The crosses are about 12 inches tall with a hole on the back for wall 
hanging.  They cost $13 each and support the renovation work.  They will be 

finished up throughout the summer. 
They are available until the supply runs out. 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Thank You:   

 To everyone who helped with the Sub Sales!   

 To Rick W. and Rick S. for getting our furnace running again! 

  

 

 

 

Praying for General Conference:   
The Council of Bishops has called a Special Session of the General Conference of The United 
Methodist Church to be held February 23-26, 2019 in St. Louis, Missouri. The purpose will be to 

receive and act on a report from the Commission on a Way Forward based on the recommendations 
of the Council of Bishops.  

 
At the 2016 General Conference, the United Methodist Church was headed for a schism over the 
place and role of LGBTQ persons in church and as clergy.  To prevent a schism, the delegates 

voted to empower the Council of Bishops to suggest an alternative.  The Commission on a Way 
Forward was proposed by the Council of Bishops and approved by the 2016 General Conference 

to do a complete examination and possible revision of every paragraph of the Book of Discipline 
concerning human sexuality and explore options that help to maintain and strengthen the unity of 
the church.  

 
I urge you to pray and fast on behalf of the worldwide United Methodist Church in the 

times leading up to General Conference. – Pastor Vicki 
 

  

As we turned the calendar to a new year we look back at 2018 
to see our blessings!  Two new members have joined our unit, 

Vickie Steffes and Judy Lindner.  With the help of the 
congregation we were able to do some extra fund raising for 
our renovations here at our home church and also honor our 

pledge to mission which the United Methodist Women support, 
both domestic and foreign causes. 

   In December we held a pot luck luncheon and honored Pat Olson with a Special Mission 
Recognition Pin.  Sue Mulvihill led the program, Rooted in Our Foremothers, Women’s Vision of 

Shalom.  On January 11 we met at the Senior Center for the noon lunch. The program, 
Sisterhood for Human Flourishing, was led by Janet Myer. 
   Looking ahead, we will be meeting on Valentine’s Day  for lunch at the Senior Center.  Please 

call 655-3417 for reservations at least 24 hours in advance.  The program will be Women 
Investing in Shalom led by Cheryle Himes and Karen Rowedder.   On March 1 we will be hosting 

World Day of Prayer at our church at 1:30 p.m.   The program is entitled  “Come-- Everything is 
Ready” based on Luke 14:15-24 and written by churchwomen of Slovenia.  Also on March 23 
United Methodist Women will be celebrating 150 years of being organized as that is the date in 

1869 that 8 women of the Methodist persuasion first met in Boston to see what they could do to 
help women in India to better  education and healthcare.  By November of that year they were 

able to send Dr. Clara Swain and Isabella Thoburn, a teacher, to India.  In March we celebrate 
them and the legacy of other pioneering women of our faith at our meeting on the 14th. 

 



 

Renovation 
What's with the marbles on the altar? The costs of the Sanctuary portion of our renovations, 

including the exterior masonry work, sanctuary, and fellowship hall carpet was just under 

$75,000.  To date, this congregation has given, in both gifts and through fund raising about 
$44,904!  We wanted to have a visual aid to show us our progress in paying off the sanctuary 

renovation, so we placed a vase of 75 glass marbles on the altar.  Every once and a while, we 
will have someone share an update and we will take more marbles out! You can give to 
renovations at any time, just mark your offering “renovations” in the memo line!  As of 

today, that leaves us with 31 marbles to go for the sanctuary, and then we start paying off the 
fellowship hall!  Also on the front altar is a glass of 25 food erasers.  These represent the 

$25,000 spent on the fellowship hall portion of the renovation, including the ceiling, painting, 
light fixture updates, and new tile in the kitchen and entryways.   

 

7-12 Youth Group   

 
We are looking to continue doing the meals for the kids on Sundays and 

snacks on Saturdays... We could really use more help in this department 
though.  If you would be willing and able to provide a meal on any of these 

Sundays, please let us know ASAP so we can put you down.  It doesn't have 
to be anything extravagant, but the kids really seem to enjoy that 45 minutes 

or so of fellowship, so we'd like to see it continue if possible.  Joe and I are 

happy to do it once and awhile as well, but it's a big undertaking for just a 
few people to do it all the time.  Would you please consider helping us out?!  THANK YOU!  

  

Sun Feb 3  6:00-8:00  
Sun Feb 17  6:00-8:00  
Sat Feb 23  7:00-9:00 (movie/game night)  
  

Sun March 3  6:00-8:00  
Sun March 17  6:00-8:00 

Sat March 23   7:00-9:00 (movie/game night)  
Sun March 31  6:00-8:00  

 

For more information, contact Heather or Joe Robinson!   
(heatherjoe.robinson@yahoo.com or Heather's cell 712-250-1665.) 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
   
 
 
 

Feb. 4  Joe & Becky Karsten 

 
 
 
 

 
 

                      
                      
 

         Feb. 1 Grace Daiker  Feb. 8 Becky Gordon 

Feb. 1 JoAnn Karsten  Feb. 8 Nick Petersen 

Feb. 1 Any Stadtlander Feb. 9 Pat Mills 

Feb. 3 Deanna Daiker  Feb. 10 Ken Ahrenholtz 

Feb. 4 Jack Ramsey  Feb. 10 Lynn Phillips 

Feb. 5 Rick Dammann  Feb. 11 Bev Ahrenholtz 

Feb. 5 Rob Dammann  Feb. 15 Hannah Fisher 

Feb. 7 Freda Dammann  Feb. 25 Theda Wiese 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Thank you from C-3 
 
The IKM-Manning community again celebrates a generous community response.  Thanks to the 

efforts of numerous school and community volunteers, 325 individuals were served at the annual 
winter soup supper.  The supper was hosted on Tuesday, January 8, by C-3 and friends prior to 

the Wolves vs. the Audubon Wheelers basketball games.  
  
Free-will donations for the meal brought in $2,256.00. The donations were designated for the 

2019 Wolf-pack for Hunger food packaging event.  The packaging event is scheduled for 
Wednesday, April 3, at the high school gymnasium. With the soup supper donations, $7,150 has 

been raised toward the $12,000 goal. If the goal is met the community will again package 
50,000 meals.  Additional donations can be sent to C-3, Box 251, Manning, Iowa 51455. More 
information on the packaging schedule and volunteer opportunities will be shared in the weeks 

prior to the event.  
C3 Committee 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 


