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Times of Refreshing:  Living What We Believe 
 Living what we believe isn’t easy.  For example, many of us would say that 

we don’t approve of child labor.  (Once I mentioned this to a group of farm kids, 
and on seeing their puzzled looks I had to explain things like sweatshops and 

work conditions that were far from feeding cattle, picking rock, and running an auger.)  We don’t 
believe that children should be forced to work long hours in poor conditions to support their 

families.  We believe children should be in school, getting an education.  Yet, even as we say we 
believe this, our clothing tags reveal a different story.  We don’t care enough to investigate who 
makes our clothes, our shoes, or our electronic devises.  I’m not pointing fingers here, I don’t 

pay attention to these things either.  Sometimes I wish there was a tag on items telling who 
made them, and for what amount of money, then I wouldn’t need to be bothered with doing 

research. 
 In our faith, we often fail to act on our beliefs as well.  Many of us say we believe in 

prayer, but do we pray regularly?  We believe in the value of scripture, but do we read it?  We 

believe that faith in Jesus is essential who life now, and to eternal life, but do we share our faith, 
or even invite people to worship? 

 Psychology has a name for this:  “Cognitive dissonance:  the state of having inconsistent 
thoughts, beliefs, or attitudes, especially as relating to behavioral decisions and attitude 

change.”  None of us will ever perfectly live our beliefs.  A good place to start, though, is to think 

about our core values.  What makes you, you?  Then we ask, “what is God calling me to do, that 
only I can do?”  Rick Warren calls us to a “Purpose Driven Life”.  Having a life purpose statement 

or a mission statement helps us focus on God’s unique call. 
 Why does this matter?  Because we simply are not equipped to support every good cause 
that comes our way.    If we try, we will quickly become exhausted and burned out.  The most 

important question is “what does God want?”  People might be quick to tell you what God wants 
and even to try and guilt you into overcommitting.  But God has given us each spiritual gifts, 

plus we have special skills, training and passion.  All of these converge to offer us direction, if we 
pay attention. 

 What is the most important aspect of your faith?  How are you living it?  How are you 

making your spiritual life a priority? 
 

Together in Ministry, 
 

Pastor Vicki 
 

      

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Renewal Leave:  Pastor Vicki will be on renewal leave 

the month of August.   
WHAT IS IT? Vicki will be taking a complete break from church concerns during the month of 

August.     
From the Book of Discipline, “a clergy member may request a formational and spiritual growth 

leave of up to six months while continuing to hold an appointment in the local church.” This is a 
time freed from normal duties in order to pursue spiritual and personal growth. Renewal leave is 
intended to prepare pastors to return to their appointments, empowered to continue their 

ministries. 
Pastoral care will be covered by neighboring clergy.  This is a paid break where Vicki will take 

time away to rest, relax, and pray.  It was modeled by Jesus in Mark 6 ”Jesus said, `Come away 
with me. Let us go alone to a quiet place and rest.' … So they went away in a boat to a lonely 
place by themselves.” 

Renewal leave does not count against vacation time and is mandated for all clergy who are in 
HCI.  Vicki has served 18 years as a pastor.  This is her first time taking renewal leave.  Our 

Book of Disciple suggests a month of renewal leave every four years.   
 
Filling the pulpit in August: 

August 6 & 13:  Shannon Meister:  Shannon is a certified lay speaker who is also the chair of the 
Administrative Council at Broadway UMC in Council Bluffs. (She’s also Pat Olson’s niece!) 

August 20 & 27:  Cary Brown:  Cary is retired from a lifetime of work with the Catholic Schools 
in Storm Lake.  She is a spiritual guide and mentor to many.   

 
Covering Pastoral Emergencies: You may certainly contact others who are not on this list! 
August 1-14 Pastor Lori Shannon  653-3017 

August 15-31 Pastor Joyce Webb  515-480-8457 
 

How you can help (from Pastor Vicki):  
Pray:  I covet your prayers.  I plan on spending at least another 5 years among you.  I hope to 
return from leave renewed and strengthened for our journey together. 

Plan:  Look ahead to August.  Is there anything you need to ask about before I’m off?     
Speak up:  Renewal leave is part of every pastor’s ministry and is an absolute requirement for 

those going through Healthy Church Initiative.  My peers and supervisor have all encouraged me 
to take this step.  The work here is sometimes hard, but it has not been bad.  During these past 
three years with you, in addition to work, I’ve experienced a number of personal challenges.  I’m 

ready for a break. 
Give:  One of my biggest concerns is how my absence will affect giving.  I would love to return 

from leave and hear that we are in the black and attendance has been steady. 
Where are you going?  I’m not planning on leaving Mark and the kids for a month, nor is it 
financially feasible for all of us to go away while I’m on leave.  That said, I have a number of 

shorter family trips, and spiritual renewal events on the calendar.  I have reading, praying, and 
writing to do as well.  It would be much easier for the church and for me if I wasn’t actually 

around while on leave, but when you have two kids, it just doesn’t work so well. 
  
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

Message Topics for July! 
The last three weeks of July will focus on the book of 1 John.  1 John was written during a time 

when the church was growing rapidly.  There were a number of growing pains, yet a strong 
expectation that Jesus would return at any moment.  Come join us as we share the hope and the 

wonder of the first century followers of Jesus! 
July 2:  “Let Freedom Ring!” 

Communion Sunday 

John 8: 31-36 
Romans 8:14-25 

 
July 9:  Lori Shannon, guest speaker 

 

July 16:  “The World of 1 John:  Living In Love” 
1 John 2:1-11 

1 John 4:7-10 
 

July 23:  “The World of 1 John:  When You Think the World is Ending” 

1 John 2:18-3:3 
 

July 30:  “The World of 1 John:  Victory” 
Noisy offering for Ingathering Supplies 

1 John 5:1-12 

 

 

Manilla VBS:  Vacation Bible School is coming to Manilla 

sponsored by the United Church and Sacred Heart Catholic 

Church. 
The dates are July 9-13 and the time is 6:15-8:45 with the program Thurs. night at 8:30 

The theme is Victory in Jesus and we'll have lots to cheer about! 

Please call Barb Wuestewald at 654-9923 or 579-6833 if you have children, grandchildren, 
neighbors or friends who would like to attend. The cost is $10 each with a $20 family maximum 

through July 4th unless a parent is helping with the teaching or supervising someway. Add on 
$2.00 if registration isn't paid before the 4th or on the 4th. 

The children's ages must be between having finished preschool through sixth grade this spring. 

Lunch donations are welcome and a list will be coming out. 
 

 

Manning  VBS  
  VBS is just around the corner! Come join us for summer fun and learning 

about God's love! VBS will be Sunday, July 30th- Thursday, August 3rd. We are 

SO excited about this year. We have prizes to give away and so many more fun 
plans. We will start at 6:00 pm each night and end at 7:30 pm. The program 

will be Thursday evening at the church, followed by a potluck meal. 

We need all the help we can get to make this a great event. If you are interested in helping, 
there is a sign-up sheet in the fellowship hall. If you have any questions or can't make it to 

church to sign up, feel free to contact Hannah Robinson at hannah.daiker@gmail.com  

mailto:hannah.daiker@gmail.com


 

 
Camp is a Great Place for all 

People! 
Between the two churches, we now have 23 people 

signed up to attend an Iowa UMC camp!  Many of those 
signed up are receiving financial aid both from the local 

church and from Iowa UMC camperships.  It’s not too late 
to sign up! 

 

 

 
 

Confirmed in Christ on June 4, 2017:  Zoey Nielsen, Quentin Dreyer, Kamden Robinson,  
Tanner Spoelstra, and John Fisher.  

 



 

 
 

Manning UMC Recognized for its work with Healthy Church Initiative! 

Our church, along with several others were recognized at a special banquet at Annual 
Conference.  Pictured are Sheryl Dammann, Bishop Laurie Haller, and Pastor Vicki Fisher. 

 

Small Groups  

Our HCI goal is to have 60% of the Sunday Morning worshipping congregation meeting in small 
groups at least 2 times a month, committed to growing deeper in their faith and experience of 

God.   
What do small groups look like? 

 Particularly, Spiritual Formation groups focus on spiritual growth. 
  A walking group, swimming group, or book group that prays for each other. 
  A lunch group that asks, “Where have you seen God at work?” 

  A Bible Study where prayer time is included. 
  A game night where people pray for each other. 

How can you start a small group?  Every small group should have at least two leaders.  The 
belief is that if God calls you to lead an activity, he will speak to at least one other person to 
share your vision.  Check in with Pastor or a member of the One Board, just to help with 

communications.  Invite people to participate and get meeting information to the church 
secretary.  It’s that easy!  

 

Current Small Groups 
1. Loving God Small Group 

(STARTS MAY 1!) Anyone is welcome to join us Monday nights at 6:30 pm to look at the 
basic themes of Christian faith as found in the Bible. 

 

2. Wednesday afternoon Prayer Group  
Meets every Wednesday at Cliff’s place. 

 

3. Recovery Bible Studies  
  Every Friday night from 7-8 ish. 
      

4. UMW   Talk to Janet Myer 



 

 

Renovation work completed on bricks! 
Replacing of a number of bricks, caulking, and tuck-pointing have recently been completed in 

problem areas of the building.  Our next step in renovation is the work in the sanctuary.  Have 
you given to the renovation project yet? 

After:       Before: 

                           
 

After:       Before: 

                                
 

 

Plaza Services 

Plaza Services will be ON July 10th at 2:00 pm.  If you would like to join in on this service, please 
feel free to do so.  The residents always enjoy visitors to their group! 

 
 

New UMC Website! 
Check out our new and updated website at www.manningumc.org. 

Sunday and Friday night messages are now on line as are previous newsletters! 
 

 

  



 

 

The Source continues to be a place where God’s love is felt through smiles, hugs, laughs and 
tears.  We currently have between 30 to 40 people attending the worship service AND staying 

for the bible study. 
 God is truly working miracles in our midst! 

 
 

                 

       Our district shepherdess, Judy Marnin, visited our unit of 
United Methodist Women at our meeting held on Thursday June 

8.  Supper was served by Pat Olson and Pat Vennick at 5:00 
p.m. and our guest, Judy Marnin, led the program.  Judy has 

travelled to Eastern Europe on two occasions on behalf of United 
Methodist Women.  Several years ago she toured several 

countries to gather information for the geographical mission study of the Roma people of Eastern 
Europe.  More recently she went to Lithuania to help the women there start units of United 
Methodist Women in their churches.  There are eleven United Methodist Churches in the country 

of Lithuania and some of the women have joined together to make a community of women who 
will fulfill the purpose of our organization. 

     Also in June Lavonne Clark, Esta Denton, and Janet Myer attended the district TEAM meeting 
at Dow City on June 19.  The discussion was led by the Southwest District President, Irene 
Dodder, and the district treasurer, Helen Pollock. 

      In July we will have our regular meeting on Thursday the 13th at 5:00 p.m.   Mary Phillips 
and Jean Stadtlander will be hostesses and Esta Denton will lead the program, A Learning 

Community. 
      We have consented to furnish refreshments at the Timmerman Shelter House for the 141 
Garage Sale on August 4.  We will be asking for help and donations of food from the 

congregation.  Our profits will be donated to our home church for renovations.    
Also on August 10 we will be having a work day sewing and preparing school kits for the 

Bishop’s Ingathering.  We will have lunch at Cliff’s and a short business meeting. We are looking 
forward to working together on these projects!!  Hope you can join us!!!! 
 

 

Living in Community 

 A number of people from Manning UMC went to Terrace Apartments on June 18 to share a meal 

and play bingo with our neighbors.  As we reach out through food and fun we hope that our 
neighbors caught a glimpse of God's love.  If you would like to go next time, please contact 

Carolyn Miller. 

 

Visiting Women at the Well:  August 24, 6:30 p.m. 
We are making another trip to visit Women at the Well the United Methodist Congregation at 

Iowa Correctional Institute for Women at Mitchellville.  If you are interested in going, please 
contact the office.   

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

July  1 Amy Osborne   July 13 Kara Stadtlander 

July 2 Kris Waterbury   July 15 Ben Lorenzen 

July 3 Steve Daiker   July 16 Bob Miller 

July 4 Kae Rene Rogers  July 20 Rebecca Wall 

July 5 Zian Chen    July 20 Austin Watrbury-Lingle 

July 7 Parker Phillips   July 22 Jim Karsten 

July 8 Hannah Robinson  July 24 Kaylee Blake 

July 9 JoAnn McNutt   July 26 Lori Trecker 

July 12 Casey Karsten   July 30 Karsyn Lorenzen 

July 12 Jim Schultes                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 4 John & Sheryl Koester 

July 6 Harry & Dianne Campbell 

July 8 Rob & Cathy Dammann 

July 10 Rick & Kathy Spoelstra 

July 19 Rick & Vicki Warner 

July 28 David & Diana Wiese 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

The UMC booth at the Kinderfest celebration was a big success! 
We will donate 25% of the proceeds aback to the Kinderfest 

Committee and the remaining money will go towards camper 
scholarships. Many thanks to Sheryl Dammann and Joe & 

Heather Robinson who worked so hard to get this project 
underway!  They also had many helpers work that day, so 

thanks to those people too! 

 
    Many thanks to everyone who helped with the Orren Ramsey 

funeral.  Orren was truly a good and faithful servant and he 
loved his church family. 

 

A huge thank you to Joe Robinson for spraying the church and parsonage for creepy 
crawlers!  We appreciate the lack of unwanted guests! 

 

 

 

 

 

Manning Goals for 2017 

 
 

1. Implement the HCI Discipleship Pathway 

2. Reach the HCI goal of having 60% of our Sunday congregation in Small Groups. 

3. Mentor new leaders for One Board 

4. Keep 50 kids coming to Sunday School 

5. Demonstrate intentional hospitality to parents dropping kids off for Sunday School. 

6. Set aside renewal time for church leadership, Pastor and laity 

7. Fully fund the first phase of our Renovation 

 


