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Times of Refreshing:  The Giving Question 

 
The University of Notre Dame’s Science of Generosity Initiative has been doing research on 
generosity.  They found a “paradox of generosity.” Giving away money makes people feel good 
about themselves. “People who give, whether it’s financial or not, are happier and healthier. 

There’s a point at which more wealth doesn’t make people happier. Gratitude, though, does.”  
Even though giving our time and energy helps our mental and physical health, many Americans 

just aren’t very generous with their money. 
 
 41% give 2% or less of their income. 

 45% give nothing. 
 Over 76% of all Americans give no volunteer hours either! 

 
Why is this? 
For many, our culture has created a “finger trap” when it comes to our resources.  We encounter 

multiple messages every day enticing us to buy more stuff, to hoard our wealth, and to fear for 
the future.  We try to pull out of our consumer mind set, to find that it gets tighter around our 

pocketbook and calendar.  Our desire for giving is at odds with a desire for security or for the 
latest toy.  Yet research has shown again and again that it’s not our bank balance or our stuff 
that brings lasting happiness.  We find happiness when we share our lives with others through 

generous giving.  
This is consistent with the message about God’s character.  God is good to the undeserving and 

generous with the ungrateful.  He is the rescuer of the helpless and the advocate for the 
powerless.  When we give of ourselves, we reflect God’s character.  We also reflect our true 

image, the image of God, that we all bear.  What holds you back from generosity?  Where has 
God been calling you to share more?  I pray that we end out the year growing together as 
generous believers! 

Pastor Vicki 

 



 

 

 

Fall new message series: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Pastor Vicki will be offering a deeper look at the parables taught by Jesus.  What is “the kingdom 

of God” all about?  What did Jesus mean by these stories?  How can they help me grow in faith?  
How can they help my family?  Mark your calendars to join us in worship this fall! 

Nov. 5:  The Memory of God 
All Saints Day 
Communion 

Matthew 25:31-46 
 

Nov. 12:  What will you do? 
Consecration Sunday 
Matthew 25:14-30 

 
Nov. 19:  The Joy of the Kingdom 

Matthew 13:44-52 
 

Nov. 26:  Waiting for Growth 

Luke 13:6-9 

 

Remembering the Saints:  Sunday, November 5 
On Sunday, November 5, we will remember and name those church members and friends who 

have died since November 1 last year.  There will also be a time in worship where anyone may 
light a candle to remember a loved one who had died this past year.  As November begins, many 

of us begin thinking about the holidays.  For those who are grieving, the holidays can be a 
mixture of joy and sorrow.  Pause with us to remember and hope, and to support those who 

have known loss. 

 

Church Conference:   
Our Church Conference is Sunday, November 5 at 2:30 at Harlan UMC.  Everyone is welcome as 

we approve our goals for 2018! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Adult Sunday School 
 

The bible study we are doing is called Confronting the Controversies by Adam 

Hamilton.  It includes discussion on the following topics: 
 

1. The Separation of Church and State 
2. 2. Creation and Evolution in Public Schools 
3. The Death Penalty 

4. Euthanasia 
5. Prayer in Public Schools 

6. Abortion 
7. Homosexuality 

 

A comment about it:  “Adam Hamilton explores some of the most controversial and divisive 
issues of our time by showing you how to look at them from a biblical perspective, in order to 

arrive at a faithful Christian response.  By offering clear, concise information on what is at stake 
in these issues, and by seeking to understand the positions different sides hold and to present 
them in a fair way, he also provides you with a model for how to dialogue about moral issues 

while maintaining respect for persons on both sides of the debate.” 
 

 We begin each Sunday morning at 9:15.  Please join us at any time.   

 
 

 

As begin our 10th year with the KHUSA program this school year, the 
smiles are plentiful as the KH kids are once again meeting with their 

mentors.  So many lives have been touched, so many memories made and 
so much of God’s love shared!!  Thank you church for supporting this program and for 

praying for our kids, our mentors, our prayer partners and our school!   
 

Sheryl Dammann 
KHUSA Director 

 
The Source continues to be a place of faith, hope and life where we celebrate the Source of our 

recovery, a loving God.  We all have something we need to recover from – addiction is just one - 
the loss of a loved one, the loss of a job, problems in our home life, the list is endless.   The 

Source is a place where you can come and be accepted just as you are – we don’t care where 
you’ve come from, what you’ve done or what you look like – God’s love is shared with everyone 

who comes through the door on Friday nights.   

 
As we begin our year in sharing the message of God’s unconditional love, we invite you, our 

church family, to come and see what we are all about.  Yes, the music is loud, but the presence 
of God is surely in this place!!     

 



 

 
A big THANK YOU goes to Cheryle Himes for all the work she put 
into this year’s Thanksgiving Ingathering.  Due to her tremendous 

efforts, we put together 51 School Kits and 78 Health Kits!!!   
Thank you also goes to the UMW for assembling the kits!! 

 
 

 
 

Ham Dinner:  There will be no ham dinner this November. 
 
 

Sanctuary Renovation is Complete! 
 

Renovation:  We are back in our sanctuary!  Have you given yet to 
support our updates?  Thanks to everyone who led this project and 

to the many hands who worked to make it happen!     
 

 

      
 
 

Plaza Services 

Plaza Services will be Monday, November 20th at 2:00 pm.  If you would like to join in on this 
service, please feel free to do so.  The residents always enjoy visitors to their group! 



 

Renewal of Membership Vows and Consecration Sunday – 

November 12, 10:30 

a.m. 
On November 12, we will celebrate 

Consecration Sunday and renew 
our membership vows.  Everyone 
who is a part of the church is 

invited to make a faith promise to 
the budget for the coming year.   

This step of faith will not result in 
you being “billed”, but it is 
important in our faith journeys.  In 

the Old Testament, faithful giving 
began with a tithe, 10% of the 

income.  In the New Testament, 
Jesus calls his followers to sacrificial giving.  Filling out a faith promise is an act of obedience to 
how God is calling you to give of your income.  Some of you will take this important step for the 

very first time!  I can’t wait to hear how God works through our gifts in 2018! 
Every Member of our church has been baptized and at some point has made public 

profession of the following: 
1. To renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of the world, and 
repent of their sin; 

2. To accept the freedom and power God gives them to resist evil, injustice, and 
oppression; 

3. To confess Jesus Christ as Savior, put their whole trust in his grace, and promise to 
serve him as their Lord; 
4. To remain faithful members of Christ’s holy church and serve as Christ’s 

representatives in the world; 
5. To be loyal to Christ through The United Methodist Church and do all in their power to 

strengthen its ministries; 
6. To faithfully participate in its ministries by their prayers, their presence, their gifts, 
their service, and their witness; 

7. To receive and profess the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments. 

We will renew these vows as a congregation on Sunday, November 12. 
 

Consecration Sunday Faith Promise Cards: (Please place in the offering on Nov. 12) 

By the grace of God, I promise to fulfill my vows to support the United Methodist Church 

in my financial giving by pledging to give  __________________ a_______________ 

to the general budget.  I realize this is a faith promise based on God’s blessings.  May 

God grow my faith as I take this step of trust in him! 

Beyond this I also pledge __________for 2018 for the renovation debt. 

Name:_______________________________________________________ 

 



 

           

  
 
 

The next meeting for UMW will be on Thursday, November 9 at 
noon.  We will meet at the Senior Citizen Center. Please call the 

Senior Center to make a reservation if you plan to attend.  The 
meeting will then be held at the church. 

 

 
 
 

New UMC Website! 
Check out our new and updated website at www.manningumc.org. 

Sunday and Friday night messages are now on line as are previous newsletters! 

 
 
  

 
 

Nov. 1 Beth Mundt   Nov. 16 Meg Riesselman 

Nov. 3 Ruth Crandall   Nov. 19 Tanner Spoelstra 

Nov. 4 Donna Schwiesow  Nov. 24 Karol Dammann 

Nov. 10 Diana Wiese   Nov. 25 Tyson Schultes 

Nov. 11 Piper Mundt   Nov. 27 Chris Mundt 

Nov. 12 John Lorenzen   Nov. 27 Thomas Polzien 

Nov. 13 Phyllis Vollstedt   Nov. 28 Paisley Lorenzen 

Nov. 15 Makenzie Blum   Nov. 28 Jean Stadtlander 
 

 

Nov.  4 Victor & Donna Schwiesow 

Nov. 16 Mike & Lori Treck 


