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Pure Religion 
"I'm spiritual, but not religious."   "I want a relationship, not a religion." 

 
I get it when people say this.  I understand they are trying to make some sort of comment about 
religion gone bad, like the apple I found at the back of the vegetable drawer in my fridge.  They 

are tired of rules, shallowness, and pettiness.  They've had enough of people being smiles in 
church on Sunday and hypocrites the rest of the week. 

 
I know, you want a personal connection with God, not a list of rituals.  You want to feel 
something deep inside your soul and know that there's more to this life than what you see. 

What if, God agrees with you, at least to a degree? 
 

The religion God accepts doesn't just sit in the pew, it takes action: "Religion that God our 
Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress 
and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world."  (James 1:27)  Our relationship with God, 

causes us to act.  We look out for the least, last, and lost.  We heed the words of Proverbs 31:8-
9:  "Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute. 

Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy." Our faith calls us to action.  
Historically the United Methodists lived this out by starting schools, hospitals, and orphanages.  
We advocated for child labor laws and free public education. 

 
What does your religion call you to do?  It invites you into loving relationship with God, then into 

a transformed relationship with the people around you.  Both are vital.  Both indicate spiritual 
health that goes beyond a routine.  Surprisingly, the routine brings us to the relationship.  The 
routine of prayer, public and private worship, and service are the spiritual exercise machines 

that prepare us to live our faith.  We are not trying to be Godly, we are training to be Godly.  
Religion done right, brings us closer to God and to people.   

 
May you know that pure religion today!   

 
Pastor Vicki 



 

 
 

World Communion Sunday:  October 7    

(Special Offering) 
Around the globe, countless gifted and qualified people face financial 
obstacles that hinder them from preparing for the vocation God has 

given them, especially youth and young adults. For ethnic students who 
will be the first generation in their families to attend college, or for those people of color who 

haven’t historically had access to resources that make higher education possible, the road 

toward education has often been unwieldy. 
What would it look like if the church today imitated Jesus’ affirmation of the full dignity and God-

given potential of all women and men—especially those who’ve historically been assigned to the 
world’s margins? On World Communion Sunday, your giving helps to provide scholarships for 

national and international graduate students whom God has gifted to learn and to serve. 

Join us in celebrating our connection throughout the world on October 7! 
 

Laity Sunday:  October 21 
Laity Sunday. Laity Sunday focuses on the celebration of the ministry of all lay Christians. On Laity Sunday, 

we celebrate that we are all called, laity as well as clergy, to go and make disciples in a world so 
desperately in need of hope through our humble service.  Join us as we celebrate the many gifts our lay 

people bring to the church and community! 

       

Pack the Pews Sundays! 
 

Attendance has been hovering around 65.  As our fall programming gets 
going, we would love to see more of our church friends and church 

family back in church!  Can you help us reach our goals, by reaching out 
to your neighbors and friends?  Our next two Pack the Pews Sundays 
are October 14, where our goal is 75 people in worship and November 

18, where our goal is 85!  Whom will you invite? 
 

Praying for General Conference:   
The Council of Bishops has called a Special Session of the General Conference of The United 
Methodist Church to be held February 23-26, 2019 in St. Louis, Missouri. The purpose will be to 
receive and act on a report from the Commission on a Way Forward based on the 

recommendations of the Council of Bishops.  
 

At the 2016 General Conference, the United Methodist Church was headed for a schism over the 
place and role of LGBTQ persons in church and as clergy.  To prevent a schism, the delegates 

voted to empower the Council of Bishops to suggest an alternative.  The Commission on a Way 
Forward was proposed by the Council of Bishops and approved by the 2016 General Conference 
to do a complete examination and possible revision of every paragraph of the Book of Discipline 

concerning human sexuality and explore options that help to maintain and strengthen the unity 
of the church.  

 
I urge you to pray and fast on behalf of the worldwide United Methodist Church in the times 
leading up to General Conference. – Pastor Vicki 

 

 



 

Conversations on the Way Forward:   October 8 

A discussion about General Conference 2019 
Everyone is invited to the conversation October 8 at Atlantic First 7:00 – 8:30 pm.   If you want 

to carpool, contact Pastor Vicki. 

 

NEW SMALL GROUP STUDY:  The God We Can Know  

Mondays at 7 p.m. 
This study series will help us find and form an answer to the most essential question in the 

Christian faith, “Who do you say I am?” 

The “I Am” sayings of Jesus not only grab our imagination by revealing more about his purpose, 
they also shape our own Christian identity and connect us to the God of Moses, the Great I Am. 

Significant—yet ordinary—images give us insightful ways to experience Jesus anew and to 
discover a God who is close and wants to be known! 

 

Opportunities to Love God, Love People,  

and Serve the World:   
Please call the office for more information!  712-655-3928 

Loving our Youth:   

Our New Youth group can use help prepping dinner and providing food.  If you can help out now 
or in the future, call Heather Robinson at 712-250-1665.   

Serving the World through the Food Pantry in Manning:   

Saturday October 13 from 8-10.  This is an easy way to give back to the 
community!  No experience needed. 

 
Confirmation Mentors:   

Meet with one of our Confirmation students on five different occasions to talk 
about God using discussion questions that are provided. 

  

Ingathering Request 
We will be sending in the Ingathering packages in November.  We 
are in need of wash clothes, hand towels, and band-aids for the 

Hygiene Kits. Please bring them to the church! 
 

7-12 Youth Group 

Here is the tentative schedule for our SUNDAY evening meetings beginning in 

September.  We will meet for dinner around 6:00 with our group time being held 
from 6:30 to 8.  There is a meeting held at the church every Sunday from 4:30 to 

5:30, so we cannot get in to start our stuff until closer to 6 as we don't want to 
bother the earlier meeting time.  We still plan on meeting one Saturday a month 
as well for movie nights or game nights.   

Saturday October 6th 7:00-9:00 (Game Night) 
Sunday October 14th 6:00-8:00  

 Saturday October 20th 7:00-9:30 (Movie Night) 
 Sunday October 28th 6:00-8:00  

For more information, contact Heather or Joe Robinson!   

(heatherjoe.robinson@yahoo.com or Heather's cell 712-250-1665.) 
 

 
 



 

 
Church World Service Blanket Offering:  October 28! 

A special offering will be received.  CWS blankets go to areas of need, 
whether the homeless shelter in Des Moines, or a refugee checkpoint in 

Croatia.  I hope you come and share in this ministry! 
 

 

 

Message Series:  “Samuel:  Called, Confused, and 

Courageous!” 
Samuel was the prophet that guided Israel during a time when leaders failed, sin was rampant, 

and greed abounded.  How did he know what was right?  How did he find the courage to follow 
God at great cost?   

 

October 7:  “The Reluctant King”  
Communion Sunday 

1 Samuel 10:17-26 
 Isaiah 41:8-16  

 

October 14:  “When God says, ‘Enough’”  
Pack the Pew Sunday 

1 Samuel 13:1-14  
Psalm 20 

 
October 21:  “What God Sees” 

1 Samuel 16:1-23 

 
October 28:  “What’s Your Giant’s Name?” 

1 Samuel 17 
 

 

 

Own a piece of the church! 
A number of the wood strips from the front of the sanctuary were used on the 

pulpit and altar tables.  The extra was turned into simple crosses.   
The crosses are about 12 inches tall with a hole on the back for wall hanging.  They 
cost $13 each and support the renovation work.  They will be finished up 

throughout the summer. 
They are available until the supply runs out. 

 

WIC CLINICS at our Church! 
Once a month, our church will be the location for the area WIC Clinic!  We are doing this on a six 
month trial basis, with WIC paying a modest rental fee.  The first day WIC will be in our building 

is October 18 from 8 a.m. – 6 p.m.  They expect to use almost every room! 
 

Church Conference:  November 4 
Manning is hosting the area Church Conference on Sunday November 4 at 2:30 p.m.  Bars, 
Cookies, and workers will be needed! 

 

 



 

Goals for 2018 

 
1.  Continue to Implement the HCI Discipleship Pathway 
2.  Reach the HCI goal of having 60% of our Sunday congregation in Small Groups. 

3.  Continue to build the Sunday School program. 
4.  Find ways to connect to Sunday School parents who are not active in church. 

5.  Begin the next phase of renovation (fellowship hall) while encouraging regular giving to pay  
     off the work done so far. 
6.  Have a retreat for the One Board 

 
 

 

EXTRA! EXTRA!! READ ALL ABOUT IT!!!  EIGHTH GRADER 
BAKES FIVE ITEMS FOR THE FARMERS’ MARKET BAKE 

SALE!!!! 

 
    Our Bake Sale at the Farmer’s Market was very successful 

and we wish to thank each and every one who baked, but we 
failed to mention the fact that one of our eighth grade students 

provided FIVE items that she baked herself.  We appreciate her extra ordinary efforts.  Our 

proceeds are going to the Renovation Fund. 
    In September we held our meeting at the Senior Center on Thursday the 13th.   Lavonne 

Clark led the program from our new program book, Sisterhood of Grace, entitled Persistent 
Women.  This year’s focus will be celebrating the 150th year of women of the Methodist Church 
being in mission for the benefit of women, children, and youth.  The legacy of Hester 

Williams,  Lily Hammond, and Carrie Davis were featured in the program.  On September 22 
Wava Lorenzen, Cheryle Himes, Harriett Gross and Janet Myer attended the Southwest District 

Meeting at the Harlan UMC. 
     In October we will meet again at the Senior Center for lunch at noon on Thursday the 
11th.  Pat Vennick will lead the program, Women Expanding the Table of Inclusion.  Please call 

655-3417 for lunch reservations.  We will be finalizing plans for the Ham Dinner 
Fundraiser which will be held on November 11 from 4:30 – 7:00 p.m.   The menu will be 

ham and cheesy potatoes, salads and desserts.   We will be asking for help from the 
congregation.  Please mark your calendars and come and enjoy a delicious meal.  Proceeds will 
go towards meeting our financial obligations for our missions at home, nationally, and 

worldwide. 
 

  

Mentors and the kids are getting anxious for our KH program to 

begin at the school.  The Parental Permission form and the 

Student Referral sheets are at the school, so the process is 

beginning!  Please keep our mentors, prayer partners, KH kids and their families in 

your prayers along with the teachers and staff at the school.   

 

Sheryl Dammann  

KHUSA Director 

 



 

 

Our 3rd anniversary celebration was a huge success!!!  Our guest speaker, Paul Witmer, was 
awesome and people are still talking about his message “Whatever – A New Serenity Prayer”  

The celebration didn’t end on Friday night, as there were recovery activities people were able to 
attend the entire weekend!!  Lives are being changed at The Source!!!   

 
 

 “We religiously lock our doors and windows to stay safe and to protect 
our belongings from intruders, but when it comes to joy, we leave 

ourselves wide open to the joy stealers: worry, bitterness, guilt, and 

negativity. Many of us deal with pain from relationship problems, health 
concerns, financial struggles, and daily stresses and strains. In The Joy 

Stealers, author Rob Renfroe reminds us that, regardless of our 
circumstances, Christ provides everything we need for joy. Whether or 
not we actually live with joy is a choice…a decision each of us makes 

every day. He shares five transformational decisions that will help us 
live in the fullness of God’s joy each day with the assurance of eternity 

with God.” 
We’d love to have you join us Sunday mornings for adult Sunday school, as we begin 

to learn how to overcome the joy stealers.  We start at 9:15.   

 

            
                                 

Oct. 1 Joe Robinson   Oct. 14 Harry Campbell 

Oct. 1 Brian Wall    Oct. 15 Sandy McDonald 

Oct. 2 Wayne Jensen   Oct. 16 Miranda Benton 

Oct. 3 Sheryl Dammann  Oct. 16 John Fisher 

Oct. 3 Alisa Waterbury-Lingle Oct. 21 Carter Spies 

Oct. 4 Bret Haubrich   Oct. 21 Zachary Spoelstra 

Oct. 4 Kamden Robinson  Oct. 22 Hollie Blum 

Oct. 5 Max Sanford   Oct. 24 Shannon Barsby 

Oct. 5 Stan Tinkham   Oct. 25 Norma Bjorkgren 

Oct. 6 Mackenzie Cast   Oct. 25 Lois Wegner 

Oct. 6 Ethan Smith   Oct. 29 Matt Campbell 

Oct. 8 Philip Myer   Oct. 31 Paulette Lingle 

Oct. 9 Dick Mundt 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Oct. 5 Dean & Shelli Lorenzen 

Oct. 13 John & Becky Gordon 

Oct. 14 Jack & Lois Ramsey 

Oct. 19 Larry & Kathy Blake  

 

 

 


