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Times of Refreshing:  “Prophesy must be Fulfilled” 
 Occasionally I am asked about the book of Revelation.  Revelation is a particular 
type of literature called an apocalypse.  It uses imagery and metaphor to form a 

prophetic message to God’s people in a time of suffering.  Some portions of 
Revelation are already fulfilled, but might be repeated in history, some might yet 

be to come, and some portions might never happen.  When I was growing up, a 
pastor once shared a series of messages about the imminent return of Christ.  He drew 

deeply on the fulfillment of the book of Revelation to postulate that “Jesus will return in my 

lifetime.”  As a church we read “Eighty-Eight Reasons why the Rapture will be in 1988.”  A 
commonly repeated line in his preaching was, “Prophesy must be fulfilled!”  As a junior in high 

school I found it fascinating and terrifying. 
 We recently completed studying the book of Jonah.  One thing that I hope you noticed in 

Jonah, when it comes to God sending a prophesy of destruction, this prophesy becomes an 

opportunity for people to change.  When the Ninevites repented, God did not destroy them.  
Frequently in the Bible we see God practicing a similar pattern of mercy.  He sends a warning of 

destruction, but then people respond with prayer and repentance, and God changes his course of 
action.   

 Revelation is a hard book to comprehend, and it might not be meant to be comprehended 

in detail, as much as to grasped as a big picture (times might be hard, but Jesus wins and our 
tears end).  We don’t always know when a detail in Revelation is a metaphor and when is it 

literal. Sometimes it might be both!  We live in a time where our lives are saturated with 
violence – in our news and entertainment.  Yet, to expect the violence of Revelation to be God’s 
literal and unshaking plan for the future of our world is to ignore possibility of God’s mercy and 

to overlook the recurring metaphors in the book.  Sometimes prophesy is an opportunity to 
change, and not a promise of what must happen next.  A good analogy would be Dicken’s “A 

Christmas Carol” where Ebenezer has a warning in the form of three visions, but he gets to wake 
up the next day and decide to live differently. 

 For me, I continue to pray for God’s people, that we might truly live as salt and light in 

our world.  I continue to pray for the least, last, lost, and lonely, that they might hear and 
receive the Good News. 

Together on the journey, 
Pastor Vicki 

 
 

      
 

Confirmation Sunday – June 4 

 
On Sunday, June 4th, we will be celebrating confirmation. Join us for 
worship as we celebrate with Tanner Spoelstra, John Fisher, Quentin 
Dreyer, Zoey Nielsen, and Kamden Robinson! 
 

Cake will follow worship!    



 

VBS  
  Plans are in the works for a July Vacation Bible School.  To join in the planning 

stages, please contact Hannah Robinson! 

 
   

Kinderfest Help Wanted:   

Saturday afternoon, June 17, following the parade. 

Can you help lead the rootbeer float stand?  We need leaders, please! 
Workers wanted for the Kinderfest games:  Contact Joe & Heather Robinson to 

sign up or call the office! 

 

Camp is a Great Place for all 
People! 

There are camps for children, youth, families, and 

grandparents and grandkids.  We have three United 
Methodist Camps in Iowa:  Okoboji, Wesley Wood 

(Indianola), and Pictured Rocks (Monticello).  There are 
horse camps, go-cart camps, mystery camps, adventure camps and much, much more!  To learn 
more, call Pastor Vicki.  Financial aid is available, even for non UMC youth! 
 

Coming this Summer! 
 

Mission opportunity for all ages:   
Manning is working on getting together a group to go to a concert and mission experience in Omaha. 
Please let me know if you are interested.  I would like to get a couple of people to help coordinate 
this.   
Attention Youth:  we have some funds that can help with the costs! 
Weekend Mission:  Fish Fest Urban Plunge (Omaha) July 28-30, $75 each. 
Included:  Two local service mission projects, Friday Night Youth Bash Entry, $10 FishFest Omaha 
Meal Voucher, FishFest Concert Omaha Entry, 2 breakfasts + 1 lunch, 2 nights accommodation, and 
a Sunday church service.   
Mission information:  https://cfci.org/fishfest-omaha-urban-plunge-experience/ 
Concert Information: http://www.fishfestomaha.com/ 
 

Small Groups  

Our HCI goal is to have 60% of the Sunday Morning worshipping congregation meeting in small 
groups at least 2 times a month, committed to growing deeper in their faith and experience of 

God.   
What do small groups look like? 

 Particularly, Spiritual Formation groups focus on spiritual growth. 
  A walking group, swimming group, or book group that prays for each other. 
  A lunch group that asks, “Where have you seen God at work?” 

  A Bible Study where prayer time is included. 
  A game night where people pray for each other. 

How can you start a small group?  Every small group should have at least two leaders.  The 
belief is that if God calls you to lead an activity, he will speak to at least one other person to 



 

share your vision.  Check in with Pastor or a member of the One Board, just to help with 
communications.  Invite people to participate and get meeting information to the church 

secretary.  It’s that easy!  
 

Current Small Groups 
1. Loving God Small Group 

(STARTS MAY 1!) Anyone is welcome to join us Monday nights at 6:30 pm to look at the 

basic themes of Christian faith as found in the Bible. 
 

2. Wednesday afternoon Prayer Group  
Meets every Wednesday at Cliff’s place. 

 

3. Recovery Bible Studies  
  Every Friday night from 7-8 ish. 

      

4. UMW   Talk to Janet Myer 
 

Plaza Services 

Plaza Services date will be announced later.  If you would like to join in on this service, please 

feel free to do so.  The residents always enjoy visitors to their group! 
 
 

New UMC Website! 
Check out our new and updated website at www.manningumc.org. 

Sunday and Friday night messages are now on line as are previous newsletters! 
 

 

  
 Our end of the school year party was a huge success!  Although we 
had to move to it to the church due to rain, the KH kids and their 
siblings enjoyed ice cream sundaes - -thank you Sandra Hass,  playing 
games – thank you Pastor Vicki, and making awesome flowers – thank 
you Vicki Warner.  Thanks also go to Jean Kusel for helping out with 

the paper products and Sharon Kelderman and Pat Mills for helping out with the drinks!    
 

A HUGE thank you goes to all our KH mentors and prayer partners for their commitment 
to our program.  Although you may never know the impact you are having on your KH child, 

you ARE making a positive difference in their lives.   
 

Please keep our KHUSA kids and their families in your prayers this summer.   
 

Sheryl Dammann 
KHUSA Director  

 



 

Each Friday night, we start our worship service with – “Welcome everyone to The Source – a 

place of faith, hope and life for all people celebrating the source of our recovery, God!”  For 
many who attend The Source, this is the first time they are introduced to a loving God who 
accepts them just as they are, is willing to forgive them and who freely extends His grace to 

them.  It is a joy to watch each week as they fully begin to grasp that yes; they too, are a child 
of God.   

 
It was truly a blessing one Friday night to have someone who had moved away, return for a visit 

and hear how his live has been changed by our awesome God!!   

 

 
 

                Congratulations to our graduating seniors—Kira Barry, 

Evan Damman, Eliza Grabill, and Aly Stadtlander!!! We feel it is 

a privilege to be part of such a milestone in the lives of the 
young people in our church family.  Thank you to all who helped 

us serve the Senior Breakfast and to Todd Stadtlander who gave 
a wonderful, up lifting talk. 
          At our last regular meeting on May 11 we enjoyed supper 

prepared by Donna Schwiesow and the company of a guest, Nancy Meister Douglas, who was a 
former member of our church and is now a lay pastor of a double point charge of the United 

Methodist Church in Missouri.  Nancy is the sister of Pat Olson and sister-in-law to Lori 
Shannon.  Harriett Gross led the program, Mothers in Action.  We decided to again participate in 
the 141 Garage Sale Event on August 4 by providing refreshments at the Timmerman Shelter 

House if the opportunity arises. 
          Our next meeting will be on June 8 at 5:00 p.m.  Pat Olson and Pat Vennink will be 

hostesses.  Our District Shepherdess, Judy Marnin, will be with us and will lead the 
program.   Other events in June include serving at the reception for the confirmands after church 
on June 4 and participating in the TEAM meeting on June 19.  Our nearest location for that 

meeting will be in Dunlap. 
          Our small group is meeting at the home of Janet Myer on Friday afternoons and is 

discussing the book Key Beliefs of the United Methodist Church.  If anyone is interested in 
joining us please call Janet at 712-655 2122. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

June 1 Janet Myer   June 4 Brett Sanford 

June 8 Olivia Robinson   June 10 Jill Spies 

June 18 Kendall Spies   June 20 Shane Warner 

June 25 Vicki Fisher   June 28 Justin Mundt 

June 30 Caylee Dammann 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 4 Bob & Carolyn Miller  June 6 Todd & Jean Stadtlander 

June 7 Craig & Hope Blum  June 7 Ben & Ashley Lorenzen 

June 14 Eddie & Tina Steffes  June 16 Ron & Sarah Lottridge 

June 18 Greg & Suzanne Polzien June 20 Steve & Deanna Daiker 

June 20 LeRoy & Freda Dammann June 23 Jim & JoAnn Karsten 

June 24 Jay & Kristin Dreyer  June 24 Brian & Denise Wall 

June 28 Lane & Hannah Robinson 

 

 
We received this note from Ruth Crandall: 
 

Hi! So enjoy the church newsletter and all the wonderful work taking place.  

Greetings to my UMC Church Family.  Miss you and think of you often.  All is 
good in Chicago and I stay active. 

        Love, Ruth 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Manning Goals for 2017 

 
1. Implement the HCI Discipleship Pathway 

2. Reach the HCI goal of having 60% of our Sunday congregation in Small Groups. 

3. Mentor new leaders for One Board 

4. Keep 50 kids coming to Sunday School 

5. Demonstrate intentional hospitality to parents dropping kids off for Sunday School. 

6. Set aside renewal time for church leadership, Pastor and laity 

7. Fully fund the first phase of our Renovation 

 

 

 

 


