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Thank you to everyone who helped with THE 

LIVING LAST SUPPER!  The crew was blessed 

by all the food and the crowd was truly moved!   
 

 

Thanks to our youth for the amazing worship 

service on April 28!  We appreciate your 

reminder that failure is an opportunity to 

learn and grow.  We will remember to take 

more risks in saying ‘yes’ to Jesus!  God 

bless Joe and Heather, and all the folks who provide food 

for our youth group! 

 

We will celebrate our Confirmands on two 

Sundays:  May 12 and June 2.   

 

Graduation Sunday is May 19!  Join us 

for worship as we celebrate our 

graduates at 10:30. 
 

 

What about Saying Goodbye? 
When are you moving?  Between June 15 and July 15.  When will your farewell 
be?  When will your last Sunday be? It depends on the move date.  How can 
we help?  Bring a card to church with a memory or a prayer.  On my hard 
days, I have a file of these cards I get out.  I will read them and remember 
you with love! 



 

Goals for 2019 
1.  Encourage youth participation and spiritual growth in church activities. 
2.  Raise up three new leaders in 2019. 
3.  Regularly celebrate our difference makers in worship. 
4.  Continue to work on the Conference’s Wildly Important Goal by implementing 
our Discipleship Pathway! 

 
 

This summer we welcome Pastor Joel! 

Hi, I ‘m Joel.   

I’ve been a licensed pastor in the South Central District since 2010 and I 

enjoy digging deep into scripture and finding new and interesting ways to 

hear the stories in the Bible.  Prior to answering my call to ministry, I 

spent 22+ years as a Fuels Technician in the U.S. Air Force.  I retired 

from service in 2009 and began my ministry as a certified supervised lay 

speaker for Lorimor, Macksburg, & Hebron UMC’s.  In 2011, Lorimor UMC 

realigned with Afton and Arispe UMC’s to form the United Faith Parish in 

Union County where I currently serve. 

My wife Sheila is an artist and photographer who will graduate from the Iowa School for Lay 

Ministry at the end of this month.  Together we have 5 kids; Kate is a junior and Ian is in the 5th 

grade and our three oldest daughters, Megan, Erin, and Taylor are all grown and on their own. 

Outside of ministry, I enjoy astronomy, bicycles, and books.  To be honest, I collect hobbies like 

some people collect cats, but these are the ones that I always seem to return to. 

I’ve been active in the church for most of my life, but as I began to really study scripture as a 

pastor, the more convinced I’ve become that my faith is not about me and what I believe.  It is 

about us, all of us, building relationships with one another and with our neighbors based on 

justice and compassion and humility.  I am so excited for this opportunity to serve, and grow, 

and build relationships alongside the people of Manning United Methodist Church and the United 

Church of Manilla! 

     Pastor Joel Sutton 

     joel.p.sutton@gmail.com 

(We expect to welcome Pastor Joel between June 15 and July 15!) 

 

Plaza Services 

Plaza Services are scheduled for Monday, May 13, at 2:00 pm.  If you would like to join in on 
this service, please feel free to do so.  The residents always enjoy visitors to their group! 

 
 

 
 



 

 

Flood relief: 
You can donate to Midwest flood relief at any time simply by writing 

“Flood” in the memo line.  Grace UMC in Glenwood has been providing 
three meals a day to flood affected families and to disaster response 

workers.  Grace is just one of several UMCs responding directly to care 
for those affected by recent flooding.   

 
 

 
 

As United Methodist Women we are continuing to celebrate the 150th Anniversary of the 
founding of Methodist women organized to aid the missions of our church.  At our meeting on 
April 11 our focus was on Women Witnessing to New Life seeing the resurrection women as 

leaders in the community of Jesus and then in 
modern times helping members and young women 

realize they come from a  long line of women leaders 
that continue in Christ’s ministry.  Cheryle Himes was 
our program leader.  

      On  May 1 we are invited to celebrate with the 
Coon Rapids UMW at a May Breakfast Birthday Party. 

At our regularly scheduled meeting on May 9 we will 
be reviewing the deaconess and home missioner 

movement of the past and present and challenge 
ourselves to do the work of Christ where it is most 
needed in our own community.  We also will be 

celebrating with our church’s confirmation class as 6 
of its members will be confirmed on May 12 and 4 

will be confirmed on June 2.  The  graduating high school seniors and their parents will be 
honored at a breakfast on May 19 at 9:00 a.m. Members of the congregation are invited to 
attend.  Joe Robinson has consented to speak to the graduates.  We add our congratulations to 

the young people of our church as they reach these milestones and  pray for God to continually 
bless them!! 

 

 

 

7-12 Youth Group  - MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

 
          Sunday, May 12 – 8:00 – 10:00 am  Mother’s Day Breakfast 

Sunday, May 12 – 6:00 -8:00 pm 

Saturday, May 18 – Movie/Game Night 
Sunday, May 26 – 6:00 – 8:00 pm 

 
~Heather, Joe, and the 4:13 YG 

 

For more information, contact Heather or Joe Robinson! 
(heatherjoe.robinson@yahoo.com or Heather's cell 712-250-1665.) 

 

Camp 



 

Camp catalogs are here!  Please don’t let financial concerns keep your children from 

attending.  Financial aid is easily available, even to children who are not part of our 

church.  Contact Pastor Vicki for more information! 

 

Contacting the Pastor:  

Pastor Vicki is always glad to come by! If you would like a visit, or need to reach 

Pastor Vicki, the best way is to call her cell phone at 712-563-6094. Please 

remember the area code! 

 
 

           Own a piece of the church! 
A number of the wood strips from the front of the sanctuary were used on the 
pulpit and altar tables.  The extra was turned into simple crosses.  The crosses 

are about 12 inches tall with a hole on the back for wall hanging.  They cost $13 
each and support the renovation work.  They will be finished up throughout the 
summer. They are available until the supply runs out. 

 
                                                                                                                           

 

 
                      
 

May 9 Larry Blake   May 20 Harriett Gross 

May 9 Kayla Dammann   May 24 Dianne Campbell 

May 9 Quentin Dreyer   May 27 Suzanne Polzien 

May 14 Robin Cast    May 29 Pat Vennink   

May 14 Ashlynn Lingle   May 31 Donald Jensen 

May 16 Robert Cast 

May 17 Kia Moran 

 
May 6 Kendall & Jill Spies 

May 27 Dan & Patti Muhlbauer 

 



 

 
SUMMARY OF 2019 GENERAL CONFERENCE DECISIONS – MODIFIED 
AFTER JUDICIAL COUNCIL RULING 

From Rev. Katie Dawson 

Traditional Plan:  The petitions that will be implemented as of January 1, 2020 are: 

 90036 #5  Bishops are prohibited from consecrating, commissioning, or ordaining people who are 

self-avowed homosexuals. (NOTE: Everywhere else in our Book of Discipline we use the word 

“practicing.”   This means that if someone is openly gay or lesbian, even if they are celibate, they 

cannot be consecrated/ commissioned/ ordained.) 

 90042 #11 Mandatory Minimum Penalties for clergy who have been convicted of conducting 

same-sex weddings or celebrations of homosexual unions: First offense – one year suspension 

without pay. Second offense – termination of conference membership and revocation of 

credentials.  (Note: this is the ONLY mandatory penalty we have in the Book of Discipline) 

 90043 #12 The District Committee on Ordained Ministry and Board of Ordained Ministry cannot 

approve/recommend for candidacy, someone who does not meet the qualifications for ordained 

ministry (which include being a self-avowed practicing homosexual). The bishop shall rule 

unqualified candidates out of order. 

 90044 #13 When a complaint/charge is brought to the Bishop regarding a violation, the Bishop 

has discretion about how to proceed. Now, the Bishop cannot dismiss the complaint, unless it has 

no basis in law or fact. 

 90045 #14 One of the results of a complaint/charge is a Just Resolution. Now, Just Resolutions 

have to name all identified harms and how they will be addressed.  

 90046 #15 One of the results of a complaint/charge is a Just Resolution. This changes the 

process so that the complainant has to be part of the process and has to agree with the 

resolution. 

 90047 #16 One of the results of a complaint/charge is a church trial. Previously, the Church could 

not appeal those decisions.  This legislation allows the Church to appeal to the committee on 

appeals or to the Judicial Council. 

 Disaffiliation – Taylor/Minority Report Version 

 If a local church wants to disaffiliate over matters of human sexuality this is the process that can be 

used from Feb 27, 2019– Dec 31, 2023. It requires a 2/3 majority vote of professing members 

present at the charge conference.  Terms will be negotiated with conference Board of Trustees w/ 

advice of cabinet, and other conference officers. Standard terms will include: being able to leave 

with property with the exiting church paying for legal/transfer fees, any unpaid apportionments 

from the previous 12 months plus an additional 12 months of apportionments, its share of 

unfunded pension liabilities, and payment or assumption of all debts/loans/liabilities prior to 

departure.  The annual conference has to approve such an exit by a simple majority. 

Points of interest (from Pastor Vicki): 
 
The only offense in our new Book of Discipline that carries a minimum mandatory penalty is conducting 
a same sex wedding.  Even many moderate conservatives agree, this is extreme.  There is no 



 

mandatory penalty for beating your spouse, infidelity, abusing a child, or stealing funds from the 
church.  (Or any other kind of small or great evils.  Currently, this is decided on a case by case basis.)   
 
Anyone United Methodist can bring a complaint against a pastor.  In one case in Iowa, it was a staff 
member from the Institute on Religion and Democracy from Missouri who filed the third complaint.  He's 
never met the clergy he charged in person.  With the changes to the Book of Discipline, the complainant 
has to agree with a 'just resolution' if the Bishop addresses the complaint in that manner.   Now, perfect 
strangers can demand a church trial if their concerns are not satisfied in a 'just resolution' process. 
 
A number of Bishops and Annual Conferences are in open revolt, and will not enforce these 
penalties.  Iowa is not one of them, although we could join their ranks.  (I don’t expect we will join a 
resistance movement, however I don’t expect we will enforce all of the above.) 
 
The financial penalties to be levied against non-compliant Annual Conferences were declared 
unconstitutional.   

 
My Hope:  (Speaking in regards to the denomination, not in regards to our local church!) 
 
There will be a division in the denomination.  It will be messy.  I don’t know when, or how this will 
happen.  General Conference did not provide a framework for birthing a new denomination, only 
a way for individual churches to exit.  (Some churches already have left.  The most extreme of 

the conservatives are organizing a new denomination, but their timeline is unclear.  More liberal 
groups have been gathering and planning, but are not as organized.) 

 
Is stay or go the only option for those who feel strongly about this issue?  I’m waiting and hoping 
for a third option.  I believe there could be a third option.   The United Church of Manilla is a 

PCUSA/UMC blend.  Such blends happen when two churches in two buildings realize their resources 
will last longer if they work together.  They still report to both denominations, reporting half of 

their income and half of their membership statistics to each.  In the same way, I know that for 
our liberals and centrists who find these new penalties unconscionable, one day we might see this 

possibility lived out:  two former UMC churches in one building.  Still supporting each other, but 
directing some of their ministry and some of their funds to specialized missions that pertain to 
their particular conviction.  It will never be perfect.  The church has never had perfect harmony, 

just read the book of Acts and you will see the church has been flexible and conflicted.  
 

I pray with great hope for God’s kingdom to come in this midst of great pain. 
 
Vicki 

 


